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ALLERDALE SPEED LIMIT REVIEW 

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide Members of the Allerdale 
Highways Working Group (“the Working Group”) with the background 
and details of the proposed changes to a number of speed limits in 
Allerdale following an informal consultation which concluded on 19th 
November 2018. Plans showing the original proposals are attached as 
Appendix 1. 
 

1.2 The report will enable the Working Group to make a recommendation 
to Allerdale Local Committee having taken into account letters of 
representation received during the informal consultation period, 
feedback received during informal drop-in sessions and via feedback 
forms, and from a survey made available on the Cumbria County 
Council website. 
 

1.3 A summary of objections and responses received during the informal 
consultation is attached as Appendix 2. 

1.4 A number of amendments have been made to the proposals, following 
the responses from the informal consultation and further analysis. 
These amendments are attached as Appendix 3. 

1.5 The revised and final proposals, attached as Appendix 4, are proposed 
to proceed to statutory consultation and advertisements during the 
remainder of the financial year, and to be considered at Local 
Committee following this process. Implementation of changes will take 
place next financial year. 

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS 

2.1 The proposed changes to the speed limits are designed to improve 
safety and traffic flow in the associated areas, ensuring a safe and 
effective transport network.  



 

2.2 The restrictions which are proposed for introduction comply with 
Cumbria County Council’s forward plan of creating a safe and secure 
community, whilst providing a high quality environment for all. 

2.3 There are no Equality implications. 

3.0 RECOMMENDATION 

3.1 That Members of the Working Group recommend to Allerdale Local 
Committee that the proposals as detailed in Appendix 4 proceed to 
statutory consultation and advertisement, having taken into 
consideration responses and feedback received during the informal 
consultation process and having also taken into consideration the 
matters contained in Section 122(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 
1984 which are more specifically referred to at paragraph 7.2 of this 
Report. 

4.0 BACKGROUND 

4.1 Cumbria Highways are presently carrying out a review of speed limits in 
Allerdale. The proposed changes cover a mix of new or extended speed 
limits, as well as a number of revisions to existing speed limits where the 
existing speed limit has been deemed as unsuitable, following 
comprehensive studies.  
 

4.2 The proposed changes are intended to improve road safety and assist in 
maintaining efficient traffic flow in the locations under review. They will also 
ensure that the revised speed limits are conducive and fitting to their 
surroundings, and therefore effectively be “self-enforcing” as per Department 
for Transport policy. 

 
4.3 A number of proposals involve an increase in the existing speed limit, or a 

removal of speed limit and reversion back to “National Speed Limit”. These 
are in locations where a speed limit has been previously installed, but in time 
it has become apparent that the speed limit (or a portion of it) is unsuitable 
for its surrounding location. This manifests itself as poor compliance, where 
an unsuitable speed limit in a particular location, usually results in it being 
almost universally ignored.  
 

4.4 Whilst potentially controversial, increasing an incorrectly set speed limit to a 
higher level helps ensure that it is suitable for its surroundings; that it will be 
generally respected and self-enforcing; and where instances of 
transgression occur, ensure that Police enforcement is reasonable and 
practicable.  
 

4.5 Incorrectly set (and therefore universally ignored) speed limits can lead to 
poor compliance elsewhere, bringing the whole concept of speed limits and 
speed limit enforcement into disrepute. The exercise of raising speed limits 
is not a measure to placate reckless and inconsiderate drivers or to 
effectively decriminalise inappropriate levels of speed – it is an exercise to 



 

ensure that the prevailing speed limit fulfils the correct balance of safety, 
reasonableness, logic and common sense. 
 

4.6 All proposals have been thoroughly assessed in terms of KSI (killed or 
seriously injured) collision statistics and discussed in detail with key 
representatives within Cumbria Constabulary, via a working partnership, with 
almost universal agreement.  
 

4.7 One proposal which did not receive full agreement from the Police was 
Waverbridge, owing to general concerns with road safety and the concern 
that drivers would carry on passing through the village at comparatively high 
speeds (42mph average). This is despite previous assertions from Cumbria 
Constabulary that the existing 30 limit is unsuitable, not working and not 
practicable to enforce. 
 

4.8 It is recommended that the proposals for increasing the 30mph limit in 
Waverbridge to 40mph are withdrawn, due to overwhelming public objection 
and concerns in relation to accesses to properties and the constriction over 
the bridge. It is reasoned that future engineering measures are investigated 
in order to moderate existing speeds, however the fact remains that options 
in Waverbridge are limited, due to its nature, layout and location. 
 

4.9 The second and final proposal that did not receive full Police support, was 
“Thursby West” outside the new housing development – it was expressed 
that they felt the 30mph limit from the village should continue past the 
development, in preference to the proposed 40mph “buffer” from the A595. 
 

4.10 Comprehensive studies into traffic flow and behaviour have also been 
carried out. Further studies will also take place following changes 
implemented on-site. 
 

4.11 The original proposed speed limit changes were informally consulted upon 
during October and November 2018. Details of the proposals are attached to 
this report as Appendix 1.   
 

4.12 During this time, an online survey was in operation on the Cumbria County 
Council website. Three drop-in sessions were also held in key locations, 
giving the public the opportunity to view proposals and discuss them in 
person – with the opportunity to complete feedback/survey forms where 
desired.   
 

4.13 A high number of representations were received (over 130 in total) with a 
broad range of responses and comments. One of the three drop-in sessions 
was particularly well-attended, and a considerable number of hand-written 
surveys were completed and handed in. The online survey attracted over 60 
responses, and a number of emails and letters were submitted also. 
 

4.14 All responses and objections have been collated and summarised in a table, 
which is attached as Appendix 2. 
 



 

4.15 A number of modifications have been made to the proposals following the 
informal consultation and feedback received which resulted in several 
revisions, as shown at Appendix 3. 

 
4.16 For clarity, a revised and complete summary of proposals to proceed to 

statutory consultation and advertisement has been assembled, and can be 
found as Appendix 4. 
 

4.17 All proposals to be taken forward will follow the statutory consultation and 
advertisement process during the remainder of this financial year.  

 
4.18 Members are requested to consider this report, and to recommend to Local 

Committee to proceed to the statutory consultation and advertisement stage 
for the proposals detailed in Appendix 4. 

5.0 OPTIONS 

5.1 Members may recommend that Allerdale Local Committee agree the 
Recommendation at paragraph 3.1 of this Report. 
 

5.2 Members may recommend that Allerdale Local Committee do not agree the 
Recommendation at paragraph 3.1 of this Report. 
 

5.3 Members may recommend to Allerdale Local Committee that the 
recommendation in paragraph 3.1 be agreed in part. 

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 There are no direct resource or value for money implications arising from the 
recommendations in section 3.1 of this report. 



 

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

7.1 The County Council, as Traffic Authority, must take into consideration the 
matters contained in section 122(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
(“the 1984 Act”) detailed below at paragraph 7.2, in considering whether it is 
expedient to agree to the implementation of the restrictions detailed in this 
Report for one or more of the reasons specified at section 1 of the 1984 Act. 

7.2 Under Section 122(2), the matters which must be taken into account in 
exercising that duty are:- 

a) The desirability of securing and maintaining reasonable access to 
premises; 

b) the effect on amenities of an area; 

c) the national air quality strategy prepared under section 80 of the 
Environment Act 1995; 

d) the importance of facilitating the passage of public service vehicles and 
of securing the safety and convenience of persons using or desiring to 
use such vehicles; and 

e) any other matters appearing to the authority to be relevant. (KB – 
23.11.2018) 

8.0 CONCLUSION 

8.1 That the proposals considered in this report, and as shown and summarised 
in Appendix 4; should progress to statutory consultation and advertisement. 

Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure 
 

December 2018 
  
 
APPENDICES 
 
Appendix 1 - Original proposals and supporting text 
Appendix 2 - Summary of representations 
Appendix 3 - Revised proposals, following informal consultation 
Appendix 4 - Revised complete package of proposals, for statutory consultation 
and advertisement 
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ALLERDALE SPEED LIMIT REVIEW 2018: ALLONBY  

 

 

  
  
Site description and overview:  Allonby is a small coastal village situated north of 

Maryport, and is a popular tourist destination. 
The village is subject to a 30mph limit; however it 
extends to the north for a considerable distance 
beyond the built-up area. Concerns have arisen in 
terms of poor compliance in this non-built-up 
area; therefore an assessment of the current 
speed limit is required.   
 
 

Existing traffic conditions:  
 
 

Recorded average speeds at the location under 
review are 39mph with an 85th percentile of 
47mph, which suggests that the existing speed 
limit of 30mph is too low where it extends north 
beyond the village. There is no recorded history 
of serious collisions. There are no existing 
concerns with respect to speed limit compliance 
within the built-up area, where the 30mph limit 
will remain. 
 
 

Proposed changes to the speed limit:  To relocate the northern extent of the existing 
30mph speed restriction so that it is closer and 
more relevant to the built-up area. The section of 
30mph limit extending to the north would revert 
to National Speed Limit (NSL). 
 
 

Summary of reasons for proposed change:  The recorded average speeds indicate that the 
30mph limit is too low beyond the built-up area. 
Relocating the speed limit extents closer to the 
built-up area would ensure that the 30mph limit 
retains its relevance, whilst ensuring that both 
the 30mph and NSL speed limits are realistic and 
enforceable.  

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 

ALLERDALE SPEED LIMIT REVIEW 2018: BLENCOGO   

 

 

  
  
Site description:  Blencogo is a small village situated a few miles 

west of Wigton. The village is subject to a 30mph 
limit; however a new housing development is 
being constructed to the west of the village, 
which therefore necessitates an extension of the 
existing 30 limit.  
 
 

Proposed changes to the speed limit:  To extend the existing 30mph speed restriction, 
beyond the new housing development.  
 
 

Summary of reasons for proposed change:  So that the start of the speed limit covers the 
additional new development. 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 

ALLERDALE SPEED LIMIT REVIEW 2018: BLINDCRAKE   

 

 

  
  
Site description:  Blindcrake is a small rural village situated a short 

distance away from the A595 near Moota. The 
village originally had no posted speed limit, which 
is historically quite common for small outlying 
villages; particularly those with little through-
traffic. A temporary 30mph limit has been 
installed in connection with local United Utilities 
pipeline works in the area, which extends to 
Redmain. Consideration is being given to 
retaining the temporary 30mph limit in 
Blindcrake, and making it permanent. 
 
 

Existing traffic conditions:  
 
 

Recorded average speeds at the location under 
review are between 20 and 25 mph with an 85th 
percentile of 26 to 31mph, which suggests that a 
permanent 30mph speed limit would be suitable. 
There is no recorded history of serious collisions.  
 
 

Proposed changes to the speed limit:  To make the temporary 30mph speed limit that 
runs through Blindcrake permanent. The section 
between Blindcrake and Redmain, will be 
removed and revert back to National Speed Limit 
on completion of the United Utilities works. 
 
 

Summary of reasons for proposed change:  The recorded average speeds indicate that a 
30mph limit would be suitable. On the basis a 
temporary limit has been implemented with full 
correct signage, it is logical to allow these signs to 
remain and for the limit to become permanent, 
with exception of the extension to Redmain. 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

ALLERDALE SPEED LIMIT REVIEW 2018: BROUGHTON MOOR   

 
  
Site description and overview:  Broughton Moor is a sizeable village situated 

approximately 2.5 miles south east of Maryport, 
and is served by a number of small businesses 
and a primary school. The village is subject to a 
30mph limit; however it has been highlighted 
that the limit extends slightly too far to the east 
and the west. The same applies on the southern 
approach – the 30mph limit extends too far out – 
however it is noted that there are a number of 
outlying properties on the outskirts of the village, 
that need to be considered. 
 
 

Existing traffic conditions:  
 
 

Recorded average speeds are 34 and 35 mph on 
the eastern and western approaches respectively, 
both with 85th percentile speeds of 40mph. On 
the southern approach, average speeds were 
recorded at 37mph with an 85th percentile value 
of 43mph. There is no recorded history of serious 
collisions.  
 
 

Proposed changes to the speed limit:  To reposition the extents of the 30mph speed 
limit on the eastern and western approaches so 
they are more aligned with the built-up area. On 
the southern approach, the 30mph limit will also 
be relocated closer to the built-up area; however 
it is proposed that a 40mph “buffer” will be 
added for a distance of 370 metres.  
 
 

Summary of reasons for proposed change:  The recorded average speeds indicate that the 
30mph limit extends too far beyond the built-up 
area. Relocating the 30mph speed limit extents 
closer to the village would ensure that limit is 
realistic and retains its relevance, therefore also 
ensuring it is enforceable. A 40mph limit on the 
southern approach will serve to moderate speeds 
and increase safety in the more sparsely 
populated area, in an area where a 30mph limit 
would be too low and be likely to result in poor 
compliance. 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 

ALLERDALE SPEED LIMIT REVIEW 2018: DEAN   

 

 

  
  
Site description and overview:  Dean is a rural village situated approximately five 

miles south west of Cockermouth. It is well 
served in terms of facilities, which include a 
school, public house and church. The village is 
subject to the national speed limit, although 
existing speeds are well within the 30mph range. 
 
 

Existing traffic conditions:  
 
 

Recorded average speeds in the village range 
between 21 and 24 mph, and 85th percentile 
speeds range between 25 and 29mph. This 
suggests that a formal speed limit of 30mph 
would be suitable and operate successfully. Dean 
is noted for the local facilities described above 
which increase traffic volumes; particularly the 
school which is in close proximity to a crossroads 
nearby. 
 
 

Proposed changes to the speed limit:  To implement a 30mph speed restriction in the 
whole village. 
 
 

Summary of reasons for proposed change:  Following local concerns, Dean has been 
investigated for the suitability of a 30mph limit. 
Recorded average speeds are already at 
acceptable level, which in themselves are 
reassuring; however they also validate proposals 
for a formal 30mph limit which would offer 
further reassurance to residents. 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 

ALLERDALE SPEED LIMIT REVIEW 2018: FLIMBY BROW    

 

 

  
  
Site description and overview:  Flimby Brow is a road leading from the eastern-

most section of the village of Flimby, and heads 
towards Broughton Moor. Flimby is subject to a 
30mph limit, however along Flimby Brow it 
extends for a considerable distance beyond the 
built-up area. Concerns have been raised in 
relation to speed limit compliance in the built-up 
area – it is possible that because the 30mph 
speed limit extends too far beyond where it is 
relevant; it may be leading to the limit being 
disregarded in general. 
 
 

Existing traffic conditions:  
 
 

Recorded average speeds along the populated 
section of Flimby Brow are 31mph with an 85th 
percentile speed of 37mph; meaning that the 
limit is, on occasions, being ignored. Conversely, 
average and 85th percentile speeds at the speed 
limit signs are lower, at 27 and 32 mph 
respectively. This further backs up the theory 
(and observations) that speeds are creeping up 
further down the hill. It is noted that the existing 
speed limit extends beyond a bend at the top of 
the hill – however this is not the correct 
application of a speed limit, and there are 
sufficient warning signs highlighting the bend 
already in place. 
 
 

Proposed changes to the speed limit:  To move the 30mph speed limit extents nearer 
towards the built-up area. 
 
 

Summary of reasons for proposed change:  The existing speed limit signs in their current 
position are situated too far away from the built-
up area for them to be of relevance. Moving 
them nearer to the built-up area will mean that 
the 30mph limit is relevant and enforceable. 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

ALLERDALE SPEED LIMIT REVIEW 2018: KIRKBRIDE   

 
  
Site description and overview:  Kirkbride is a sizeable village located 

approximately 12 miles west of Carlisle. Its 
facilities include a school, public house, post 
office and garage. The B5307 is the main road 
that runs into Kirkbride from the Carlisle 
direction; which continues in a westerly 
trajectory towards Newton Arlosh, Abbeytown 
and beyond. On entry to Kirkbride from Carlisle, 
the B5307 is wide, straight and of high quality 
construction, as well as being more sparsely 
populated; and for these reasons speeds creep 
up in excess of the prevailing 30mph limit. On this 
basis, a short section of 40mph limit is being 
proposed, which will actually extend eastwards 
further than the existing 30mph limit, in order to 
cover the two outermost properties. 
 
 

Existing traffic conditions:  
 
 

Recorded average speeds along the section in 
question are in excess of 30mph. The carriageway 
is wide with good visibility, therefore a 40mph 
limit is more conducive and appropriate for this 
section – it will also emphasise the importance of 
the 30mph limit further into Kirkbride, where 
lower speeds are more critical (around the 
school, playground etc.) 
 
 

Proposed changes to the speed limit:  To relocate the 30mph speed limit extents nearer 
towards the centre of the village, and to 
implement a 40mph “buffer” eastwards for a 
distance of approximately 220m (extending 
further than the original 30mph limit). 
 
 

Summary of reasons for proposed change:  Existing average speeds are above 30mph in this 
location, which confirms that the speed limit is 
set too low. A 40mph limit is a workable solution, 
which will ensure the limit is realistic and 
enforceable, and that compliance will improve. 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

ALLERDALE SPEED LIMIT REVIEW 2018: MAWBRAY   

 

 

  
  
Site description:  Mawbray is a small hamlet situated a on the 

Solway Coast between Silloth and Allonby. 
Currently there is no formal posted speed limit, 
however the hamlet has is subject to an element 
of through-traffic and is sufficiently-sized in order 
for a 30mph limit to be implemented. 
 
 

Existing traffic conditions:  
 
 

Average speeds are in the order of 29mph. 
 
 

Proposed changes to the speed limit:  To implement a 30mph speed restriction.  
 
 

Summary of reasons for proposed change:  Implementation of a 30mph speed limit would 
align with existing average speeds whilst ensuring 
that it is enforceable. 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 

ALLERDALE SPEED LIMIT REVIEW 2018: NEWTON ARLOSH   

 
  
Site description and overview:  Newton Arlosh is a rural village located between 

Abbeytown and Kirkbride approximately 14 miles 
west of Carlisle. Largely residential and 
agricultural, it also features a church and public 
house. The B5307 is the main road that runs 
through the village, with most properties situated 
along it. A 30mph limit is in place throughout the 
village, which extends west for a considerable 
distance beyond the main village where it is 
sparsely populated. 
 
 

Existing traffic conditions:  
 
 

Compliance with the 30mph limit within the 
village is good; however recorded average speeds 
along the western fringes are typically 38mph 
with 85th percentile speed at 49mph. This 
illustrates that the 30mph speed limit is not 
suitable in this location, and therefore requires 
assessment. There is no recorded collision history 
throughout the whole village. 
 
 

Proposed changes to the speed limit:  To relocate the 30mph speed limit extents nearer 
towards the village. The statistics clearly illustrate 
that the speed limit is not working in the more 
sparsely populated area. Moving the extents 
nearer to the village would ensure their 
relevance for the main village itself, and ensure 
that it is effective and enforceable. 
 
 

Summary of reasons for proposed change:  Existing average speeds are considerably high in 
the location under review. Compliance is good 
through the main body of the village, therefore it 
is logical to move the 30mph extents towards the 
more populated area. This ensures the 30mph 
limit is relevant throughout its length, and that its 
purpose is obvious and reinforced. 
 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 

ALLERDALE SPEED LIMIT REVIEW 2018: OULTON   

 
  
Site description and overview:  Oulton is a rural village located between Wigton 

and Kirkbride, with much of it situated along the 
C2040. A 30mph limit is in operation throughout 
the village, which extends north for a 
considerable distance beyond the main village, 
where it is only sparsely populated. 
 
  

Existing traffic conditions:  
 
 

Compliance with the 30mph limit within the 
village is good; however recorded average speeds 
along the northern fringes are typically 43mph 
with 85th percentile speed at 52mph. This 
illustrates that the 30mph speed limit is not 
suitable in this location, and therefore requires 
assessment. There is no recent recorded serious 
collision history throughout the whole village. 
 
 

Proposed changes to the speed limit:  To relocate the 30mph speed limit extents nearer 
towards the village. The data collected indicates 
that the speed limit is not working in the more 
sparsely populated area. Moving the extents 
nearer to the village would ensure their 
relevance for the main village itself, and ensure 
that it is effective and enforceable. 
 
 

Summary of reasons for proposed change:  Existing average speeds are considerably high in 
the location under review. Compliance is good 
through the main body of the village, therefore it 
is logical to move the 30mph extents towards the 
more populated area. This ensures the 30mph 
limit is relevant throughout its length, and that its 
purpose is obvious and reinforced. 
 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 

ALLERDALE SPEED LIMIT REVIEW 2018: THIRLMERE A591   

 
 
  
Site description and overview:  This review is to assess the speed limit on the 

east side of Thirlmere, along the A591. 
Historically this has been set at the default 
National Speed Limit; however in the wake of the 
2015 floods, a temporary 40mph limit was 
implemented in response to the initial flood 
event and resultant damage to the highway. This 
40mph limit has remained place due to continued 
concerns with rock-fall, possible subsidence of 
the carriageway surface, and the continued risk 
of flooding and standing water caused by flash 
flooding and run-off from the land nearby. 
  

Existing traffic conditions:  
 
 

Compliance with the existing temporary 40mph 
limit is good; with average speeds being recorded 
at 42mph and 85th percentile speeds at 47mph. 
 

Proposed changes to the speed limit:  To implement the temporary 40mph speed limit 
as a permanent 40mph limit. The statistics 
illustrate that 40mph is a reasonable limit in this 
location, with good compliance. 
 

Summary of reasons for proposed change:  Concerns continue in relation to rock-fall, flood 
events and surface water run-off. Whilst typically 
a National Speed Limit would be the default limit 
on such a road; these continued concerns 
combined with the high volume of traffic that it 
handles, validate the reasons for implementing 
the 40mph limit permanently.  

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

ALLERDALE SPEED LIMIT REVIEW 2018: THURSBY (WEST)   

 

 

  
  
Site description:  Thursby is an increasingly sizable village situated 

a few miles west of Carlisle. The village is subject 
to a 30mph limit; however a new housing 
development has been constructed to the west 
of the village, which therefore necessitates an 
adjustment of a speed limit in an area which is 
presently National Speed Limit.  
 
 

Existing traffic conditions:  
 
 

The existing section of highway is subject to the 
National Speed Limit; however the new housing 
development necessitates re-assessment. The 
new development is “self-contained”, where all 
houses are within the boundary of the new site 
and there are no frontages on the section of road 
under review – only a single access road. The 
access road has been designed with “visibility 
splays” sufficient for speeds up to 50mph. It is 
therefore proposed that a 40mph limit is 
implemented in this area; in order to maintain 
speeds at a reasonable level whilst retaining the 
prominence and relevance of the 30mph limit 
further into the village. 
 
 

Proposed changes to the speed limit:  To add a 40mph “buffer” to the west of the 
village running adjacent to the new housing 
development; tying into the existing 30mph 
speed restriction through the rest of the village.  
 
 

Summary of reasons for proposed change:  To ensure that speeds are kept to moderate 
levels outside the new development whilst 
retaining the prominence and relevance of the 
30mph limit further into the village. 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 

ALLERDALE SPEED LIMIT REVIEW 2018: WAVERBRIDGE   

 
  
Site description and overview:  Waverbridge is a rural hamlet located between 

Wigton and Abbeytown, situated along the A596. 
A 30mph limit is in operation throughout the 
village; however there are historic concerns in 
relation to speed limit compliance. 
 
  

Existing traffic conditions:  
 
 

Compliance with the 30mph limit is poor; with 
average speeds being recorded at 41mph and 
85th percentile speeds at 49mph. There are 
historic speeding complaints, which have been 
looked at in detail on a multi-agency basis on a 
number of occasions in the past. There is no 
recent recorded serious collision history 
throughout the whole village; therefore 
suggesting that this poor compliance is not 
characteristically unsafe. Collective evidence 
illustrates that the 30mph speed limit is not 
suitable in this location, and therefore requires 
assessment. 
 
 

Proposed changes to the speed limit:  To increase the 30mph speed limit to 40mph. The 
statistics clearly illustrate that the speed limit is 
unsuitable as it is routinely contravened – to the 
extent that is unenforceable from a policing point 
of view. A revision to 40mph would ensure that 
the limit is logical and relevant, therefore 
encouraging compliance and ensuring that it is 
completely enforceable. It is noted that the A596 
is constricted over the bridge on the outskirts of 
Waverbridge: therefore, it is envisaged that 
improved traffic management engineering 
measures will be implemented here, alongside 
proposals coming to fruition. 
 
 

Summary of reasons for proposed change:  Existing average speeds are considerably higher 
than the 30mph limit, yet there are no inherent 
safety concerns. A 40mph limit would ensure 
good compliance and allow enforcement to take 
place if/when the need arises.  

 



 

 
 



 

 

 

ALLERDALE SPEED LIMIT REVIEW 2018: LOWMOOR ROAD, WIGTON    

 
  
Site description and overview:  Lowmoor Road is a residential road situated on 

the eastern side of Wigton town. Predominantly 
residential in nature, it also has a school, 
retirement home, church and rugby club along its 
length. A 30mph limit is in place along the 
majority of its populated length, however it stops 
short of the very last few houses, reverting to 
National Speed Limit. The National Speed Limit is 
in operation outside the rugby club. A review of 
the current situation is required. 
 
  

Existing traffic conditions:  
 
 

Compliance with the 30mph limit (where in 
operation) is good.  Average speeds around the 
rugby club are recorded at 37mph with 85th 
percentile speeds being 43mph. There is no 
recorded collision history. 
 
 

Proposed changes to the speed limit:  To extend the 30mph speed limit so that it 
coincides with the end of the built-up area. Also 
to implement a 40mph “buffer” between here 
and beyond the rugby club.  
 
 

Summary of reasons for proposed change:  Extending the 30mph limit will ensure it is 
logically positioned and that all houses in the 
main populated area have coverage. The 40mph 
buffer will complement already acceptable 
average speeds around the rugby club – an area 
that can see considerable levels of activity at 
potentially any time of the day. 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 

ALLERDALE SPEED LIMIT REVIEW 2018: THURSBY / WEST CURTHWAITE    

  
  
Site description:  West Curthwaite is a small village, very close to 

the larger village of Thursby and interconnected 
by a rural, sparsely-populated road known as 
“Curthwaite Road”. The road is currently subject 
to a 30mph speed limit (effectively meaning 
Thursby and West Curthwaite make up one large 
area of 30mph limit); however there are frequent 
complaints in relation to speeding along this 
sparsely-populated section. 
 
Additionally to the southwest of West 
Curthwaite, it has been noted that the 30mph 
limit extends for a considerable distance beyond 
the populated area of the village. 
 
 

Existing traffic conditions:  
 
 

Average speeds are reportedly higher than the 
posted 30mph limit. Collision statistics are 
favourable and there are no overriding concerns 
in relation to highway safety. 
 
 

Proposed changes to the speed limit:  To remove the 30mph speed limit on the 
sparsely-populated section of Curthwaite Road; 
reinstating the default National Speed Limit.  
 
To the south-west of West Curthwaite, 
repositioning the 30mph limit extents so that 
they are closer to the village and therefore more 
relevant and more likely to be observed.  
 

Summary of reasons for proposed change: The 30mph limit between West Curthwaite and 
Thursby suffers from poor compliance, as the 
prevailing highway conditions do not typify those 
of a normal 30mph road. Reinstating National 
Speed Limit would be more relevant and in-
keeping with the sparsely populated section, 
whilst reducing sign clutter and ensuring that the 
remaining 30mph limits in the populated areas 
are more prominent and relevant – therefore 
assisting in enforcement where required. 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 

ALLERDALE SPEED LIMIT REVIEW 2018: HIGH SEATON 

 

 

  
  
Site description:  High Seaton is the north-eastern-most extremity 

of Seaton village, extending in the direction of 
Broughton Moor. Both Seaton and High Seaton 
are subject to a 30mph limit; however a new 
housing development is being constructed to the 
north east of the village, which therefore 
necessitates an extension of the existing 30 limit.  
 
 

Proposed changes to the speed limit:  To extend the existing 30mph speed restriction, 
beyond the new housing development.  
 
 

Summary of reasons for proposed change:  So that the start of the speed limit covers the 
additional new development. 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 

ALLERDALE SPEED LIMIT REVIEW 2018: BRIGHAM 

 

 

  
  
Site description:  Brigham is a small village situated approximately 

three miles west of Cockermouth. Most of the 
village is subject to a 30mph limit; however a new 
housing development is being constructed to the 
south of the village, which therefore necessitates 
an extension of the existing 30 limit.  
 
 

Proposed changes to the speed limit:  To extend the existing 30mph speed restriction, 
beyond the new housing development.  
 
 

Summary of reasons for proposed change:  So that the start of the speed limit covers the 
additional new development. 

 



 

Appendix 2 
 

  
Responses 

  

Location Proposal Supportive Neutral Against Comments Recommendation 

A591 
Thirlmere 

Implement permanent 40 
limit (to replace 
temporary) 

0 0 8 

All objections related to the 40mph being 
unsuitable, unnecessary, too low and a blight on 
the landscape. The general tone was that the 
default NSL ought to be suitable and sufficient - 
that motorists should drive according to the 
conditions and that the NSL works well enough 
elsewhere. Also that instances of overtaking have 
increased whilst the temporary 40mph limit has 
been in operation, adding unnecessary danger and 
risk that did not used to exist.  

Proceed with permanent 40mph as planned, 
owing to continued concerns with rockfall and 
adverse weather / surfacewater runoff. 

Allonby 
Reduce 30mph extents, 
replace with NSL 

0 1 2 

Two objections - one stating no need, the other 
suggesting a 40 buffer. The neutral response was 
relating to concerns within the new 30 extents, 
and possible affect on traffic speeds. 

Proceed with reducing 30 extents towards the 
village as planned. Follow-up surveys to be 
studied to see if any negative impact. 

Blencogo 

Relocate 30 extents to 
west of village to 
accommodate new 
development 

2 0 0 General support Proceed as planned 

Blindcrake 

Implement permanent 30 
limit (to replace 
temporary following UU 
pipeline works) 

0 0 1 

Surprisingly no expression of support. One 
objection, relating to unwanted sign clutter and 
urbanisation of this rural village, and on the basis 
average speeds are already low and there is no 
through-traffic, so therefore limit not needed. 

Proceed as planned 

Brigham, 
Hotchberry 
Road 

Extend 30 limit beyond 
new housing 
development  

0 0 0 No repsonses Proceed as planned 



 

  
Responses 

  

Location Proposal Supportive Neutral Against Comments Recommendation 

Broughton 
Moor 

Implement 40mph buffer 
on southern approach; 
move 30mph extents on 
eastern and western 
approaches in towards 
village 

2 0 0 

Supportive in principle, however concerns raised 
over walking route and footpath access on eastern 
fringe of village - requested that the 30 limit 
covers this popular walking route. 

Proceed as planned, whilst ensuring that the 
walking route highlighted is covered by the 
30mph limit. 

Dean Implement 30 limit 0 0 0 Surprisingly no expression of support.  Proceed as planned 

Flimby Brow 
Adjust 30mph extents - 
bring in to village 
boundary 

0 0 0 No repsonses Proceed as planned 

High Seaton 
Proposed 30mph 
extension to cover new 
development 

0 0 1 
One objection stating that the 30 limit should 
extend past all properties and that there should be 
no 40 buffer. 

Proceed as planned - the location with the 
proposed 40mph buffer does not suit a 30mph 
limit. 

Kirkbride 

Implement 40 buffer on 
eastern approach, and 
more 30 limit in towards 
main village where lower 
speed limit is more 
fitting/critical 

1 0 21 

21 objections received; four of which stating 30 
should apply to final property, and a further four 
stating that a 40 buffer should be implemented 
from end of village extending to River Wampool. 
One supportive response.  

Proceed as planned - this section of road 
fulfills Department of Transport criteria for a 
40 buffer, and does not suit the current 30. 
N.B. New traffic surveys imminent. No 
justification for 40 limit to River Wampool. 
NOTE: Gateway features to be included, and 
enhanced signage for junction to Birch Hill 
Lane. 

 

 



 

  
Responses 

  

Location Proposal Supportive Neutral Against Comments Recommendation 

Mawbray Implement 30 limit 4 0 0 General support Proceed as planned 

Newton 
Arlosh 

Adjust 30mph 
extents - bring in to 
village boundary 

8 1 1 

Eight supportive responses. One objection from a resident who lives in 
the outlying section that is intended to revert back to NSL. One response 
expressing concern in relation to speeds within the newly positioned 30 
extents - might speeds increase? 

Proceed as planned, with 
slight extension to 
proposed new 30mph 
extents. Monitor speeds at 
new extents, and consider 
enhanced gateway 
features. 

Oulton 
Adjust 30mph 
extents - bring in to 
village boundary 

4 0 14 
Four supportive responses, but one with the caveat that a 40mph buffer 
should be included. Fourteen objections, however five indicated 
potential support should a 40 buffer (of debatable length!) be included. 

Relocate 30 extents as 
planned, however 
implement 40mph buffer 
past cross roads and pub. 
NOTE: Gateway features to 
be included, and enhanced 
signage for cross roads and 
playground in village. 

Thursby 
40mph limit outside 
new housing 
development 

1 4 0 
One supportive response. Four responses stating 30 limit should extend 
out from village, to cover this section of road 

Proceed as planned. This 
section of road does not 
suit a 30mph limit. 

Thursby, 
Curthwaite 
Road 

Remove existing 
30mph limit between 
Thursby and 
Curthwaite and 
revert to NSL 

0 0 29 
29 respsones against proposals. Three of which indicated support for a 
40mph limit as a suitable, workable and acceptable compromise. 

Proposals have been 
revised to implement a 
40mph limit 



 

  
Responses 

  

Location Proposal Supportive Neutral Against Comments Recommendation 

Waverbridge 
Implement 40mph to 
replace current 
30mph limit 

1 0 18 

Overwhelming messages in disagreement to proposals. Concerns over 
possible increase in traffic speeds, acceptance of exsiting speeds (average 
42mph) and general traffic behaviour and access issues. Potential risk of 
pinchpoint at bridge raised.  

DO NOT PROCEED - 
consider future engineering 
works to attempt to 
moderate traffic speeds. 

Wigton, 
Lowmoor Rd 

Adjust 30 extents 
and add 40 buffer 

2 0 1 
Two responses in support, though one stated they thought 30 should 
extend past rugby club. One reponse against, stating no changes were 
required. 

Proceed as planned. 40mph 
limit suits surroundings and 
will moderate speeds 
towards the newly (and 
correctly) positioned 30 
limit. 

 



 

Appendix 3 
 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Appendix 4 
 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


